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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Historian/author H.W. Brands to speak on campus 
Renowned historian H.W. Brands will present 
an evening of scholarly discourse on 
Wednesday, September 22, with a talk focus-
ing on his current project. The event is the 
first of four distinctive lectures featured in 
upcoming months as part of the Fall Arts 
Celebration . 
Brands , distinguished professor of history at 
Texas A&M University, is the author of 19 
books including the bestseller and Pulitzer 
Prize finalist The First American: The Life 
Changed 
America, was 
published this 
year. 
Brands ' articles 
appear in The 
New York Times, 
The Wall Street 
Journal , and 
many other major 
newspapers and 
journals, and he 
His lecture at Grand Valley, "Andrew Jackson 
and the American Revolution ," will focus on 
his new research and forthcoming book . The 
event begins at 7 p.m. at the Loosemore 
Auditorium , De Vos Center, and is followed by 
a reception . Admission is free. 
Future lectures presented as part of the Fall 
Arts Celebration include: 
September 29: Novelist and poet Marge 
Piercy; 
and Times of Benjamin Franklin (2000), The 
Age of Gold (2002), about the celebrated 
history of the California Gold Rush, and 
critically acclaimed biographies of several U.S . 
presidents. His most recent book , Lone Star 
Nation: How a Ragtag Army of Volunteers 
is a regular guest H. W. Brands November 4: Literary scholar Ronald 
Schuchard , author of Eliot's Dark Angel; on national radio 
and television programs. His books and arti-
cles have been translated into Chinese, 
Japanese, Russian and Korean. 
November 10: Nationally recognized writer 
Earl Shorris, author of New American Blues . 
Won the Battle for Texas Independence and 
Across Campus 
Board of Trustees names 
new chair, vice chair 
Jessie Dalman and Daniel Aronoff were named chair and vice chair, 
respectively, of the Grand Valley Board of Trustees. 
Dalman, of Holland , succeeds Dorothy A. Johnson, who had completed 
almost three years in that role. Birmingham resident Aronoff succeeds 
Karen Henry Stokes. Johnson and Stokes remain board members. 
Dalman , former state representative and Ottawa County commissioner, 
said the board will continue its work to make Grand Valley "the very 
best undergraduate experience, as well as a wonderful place to work." 
Jessie Dalman 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Daniel Aronoff 
···------------------------
"Our collective goal is to make GVSU the best institution possible and a 
positive force in the community," she said . 
Aronoff, chairman and CEO of Landon Management Inc. of Bloomfield 
Hills, said maintaining a high standard of education under state financial 
constraints will be challenging. 
"Grand Valley is blessed by a superb finance department. That is part of 
the story of how we can deliver one of the finest educational products in 
the state with the lowest per capita student budget in Michigan ," he said. 
Losey adds her own 'twist' 
to new position 
Teri Losey has some big shoes to fill and after two months on the job , 
it's proving to be a good fit. In July, she replaced Jean Enright as 
executive assistant to the president and secretary to the Board of 
Trustees . It is an executive officer position within the university. 
"It 's going really well," said Losey. "I love the university community. 
Right now, I'm spending a lot of time out on campus learning more 
about the operations of the university and re-establishing relationships 
with faculty and staff." 
Losey reports directly to President Mark A. Murray, coordinating all of 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
the activities of the Office of the 
President and how it interacts with the 
rest of the executive officers and the uni-
versity. She helps support big projects 
and events on campus and handles 
student contacts that come to the presi-
dent. "We want to continue to be open 
and responsive to students and make sure 
they are well taken care of," she said. 
A large part of her position is her role 
as secretary to the Board of Trustees. 
As secretary, she interacts with and 
supports the work of the Board of 
Teri Losey 
Trustees, working on meeting planning, recordkeeping and informing 
members about university events. 
Losey has been at Grand Valley for almost 14 years. "Everyone in admin-
istration has been very supportive of me in my new role. I hope to add my 
own flavor and twist to the position while maintaining the same high qual-
ity expected from our office," she said. 
Job skills translate well to volunteer work 
for Women's Center staff member 
When Jo Ann Wassenaar made a commitment to spend some free time 
helping out in the annual United Way Campaign, she found that her job 
skills at Grand Valley gave her a leg up on her volunteer work. As a 
"loaned executive" helping companies run their in-house campaigns, she 
had a 90 percent success rate. 
Wassenaar is assistant director of the GVSU Women 's Center and serves on 
a number of other committees, like the Black History Month planning board. 
One of her many collaborations with departments across campus is a project 
with Facilities and Housing staffs to establish a new recycling program. 
"When residents move out of the dorm, instead of just throwing their stuff 
away, we're looking to collect that and donate it to local agencies," she said. 
An interest in volunteer work and encouragement from a classmate 
inspired her to get involved with United Way last fall, said Wassenaar. 
Once there, she found that her experience 
as a program planner came in handy. 
"I meet with companies and discuss 
various fun ways to get their employ-
ees to donate," Wassenaar said. "For 
example, the executives would host a 
breakfast for all the employees who 
donated money." 
The funds raised by donation drives for 
United Way are then allocated to 
non-profit organizations that apply for 
grants . Jo Ann Wassenaar 
"The really nice thing is that United Way holds these groups responsible," 
Wassenaar said. "People ask, 'Well why don 't I just give directly to the 
charity?' And my answer is thi s: United Way holds the agency account-
able for its strategic planning." 
Wassenaar also said that the United Way is always looking for people to 
get involved. 
Grand Valley's United Way Campaign will be held September 29-October 8. 
FTLC makes changes to Teaching Award 
The Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center announced guidelines for 
nominations for the 2005 Pew Teaching Excellence Awards. 
Guidelines are similar to previous years, except: 
• The final decision for the eight university awards will be made by a 
committee. The preparation of packets and the college-level review wi ll 
take place between October 1 and December 1. 
• All full -time and all part-time facu lty are eligible. 
The $500 awards were established to recognize an outstanding faculty 
from around the university. Nominees are selected by students, alumni , 
other faculty, or academic units, and their names are submitted to their 
respective deans' offices for final selection. 
Questions about the process can be directed to Ron Garrett, assistant 
FTLC director, at x16758. Awards will be presented at the spring banquet. 
···--------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 7 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly 
during the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 6 16-33 1-2221. Fax: 616-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Val ley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily onl ine pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
• 
GVFaces 
Tami Passeno 
coordinator, Legal Institute of West 
Michigan 
Tami Passeno is a graduate of Grand Valley who 
now helps pioneer the Legal Institute of West 
Michigan. 
"It is an excellent program for business profession-
als and others interested in gaining a background in 
business- and tax-related legal issues," said Passeno. 
The institute offers business law and tax law certifi-
cate programs, which can be completed in 14 credit 
hours. The program is offered at GVSU in coopera-
tion with Michigan State University College of Law, 
Michigan State University and the Grand Rapids 
Bar Association. Classes are taught by Seidman 
College of Business and MSU Law faculty. 
Passeno is not only a recruiter for the institute but 
also serves as an adviser for students who are inter-
ested in attending law school. 
Through Grand Valley's Legal Education 
Admissions 
Program, 
"Students can 
earn both an 
undergraduate 
degree and a 
law degree, 
but in one less 
year," said 
Passeno. The 
LEAP pro-
gram, avail-
able only to 
students enter-
ing Grand 
Valley as 
freshmen, 
combines the 
Tami Passeno 
last year of business or political science undergrad-
uate studies at GVSU with the first year of MSU 
Law's Juris Doctor program. 
For information about the program, visi t the Web 
site at www.lawcenters.law.msu.edu or send an 
e-mail to Passeno at passenot@gvsu.edu. 
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What's Ahead 
GVSU Writers Series features 
Charles Baxter 
De Vos Center, workshops will run from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. He will be avail-
able for individual appointments on October 15. 
Noted fiction writer Charles Baxter will read from his work today at 
Bauer has written several books on grantseeking, including The 'How To ' 
Grants Manual. 
7 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center, on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. The event is open to the public and free. 
Baxter is the author of Saul and Patsy, 
published in 2003 by Pantheon. His 
previous novel, The Feast of Love, was a 
finalist for the National Book Award. He 
has published two other novels, First 
Light and Shadow Play, and four books 
of stories. 
To register for the workshops, call the GSGA at x 17123 or visit the Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gsga. 
Artist-Faculty Showcase 
He has received the Award in Literature 
from the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters, the Prix St. Valentine in France, 
and the Catalan Booksellers' Association 
Award for book of the year in Spain. 
Charles Baxter Born in Minneapolis, Baxter earned his 
doctoral degree at the State University of 
New York-Buffalo and taught for many years at the University of 
Michigan. He is now the Edelstein-Keller Professor of Creative Writing at 
the University of Minnesota. 
The reading by Baxter is this year's first event in Grand Valley's Writers 
Series. Upcoming events include: 
• October 15, 7 p.m., Eberhard Center: Poetry Night featuring Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poets Rita Dove and Charles Wright; 
• October 27, 7 p.m., Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing 
Arts Center: Non-fiction writer Amy Benson, author of the prize-winning 
The Sparkling-Eyed Boy, about growing up in Michigan; 
• April 5, 7 p.m. , Alumni House: Fiction writer Debra Marquart. 
Graduate Studies plans grant workshops 
A consultant on grantseeking will lead two workshops in October, spon-
sored by the Graduate Studies and Grants Administration Department. 
David Bauer will lead "How to Find and Win Government Grants" on 
October 13 and "How to Find and Win Corporate and Foundation Grants" 
on October 14. Each workshop is limited to 40 participants; held in the 
The Perugino String Quartet, above, will perform with pianist 
Aviram Reichert in the Artist-Faculty Showcase on September 14, 
8 p .m., in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. Other GVSU ensembles 
featured are Avatar Brass, performing works by George Gershwin, 
and the Faculty Jazz Trio. The evening of music is free and will be 
followed by a reception. The concert kicks off Grand Valley's Fall 
Arts Celebration. See gvsu.edu!fallarts for a full schedule. 
Events planned for Hispanic Heritage Month 
Grand Valley celebrates Hispanic Heritage 
Month with events through mid-October, 
highlighted by a lecture on U.S. policies and 
Latin America, a visit from a Hispanic 
American astronaut and songs of celebrated 
poet Pablo Neruda. 
Hispanic Heritage Month runs September 13-
October 14. Events are open to the public and 
free unless indicated. Below is a schedule of 
events; call the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
at xl2177 with questions. 
September 13-24 
Enlace: Festival of Contemporary Latin 
American Art Exhibit; West Gallery and 
Room 215-H Eberhard Center; Opening 
Reception: Monday, September 13, at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, September 16 
Multicultural Student Reception; 250 Kirkhof 
Center, 5-7 p.m. 
Week of September 19-25 
Film: "City of God/ Cidade de Deus;" 
Kirkhof Center Theater; Show times: 10 
a.m., 2 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
A photographer named Buscape narrates 
short stories to recall his childhood growing 
up in one of the most crime-ridden areas of 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Thursday, September 23 
Americanos: Faces of Latin America; 204 
Kirkhof Center, noon- I p.m. 
Join the Padnos International Center in cel-
ebrating the diversity of the Southern 
Americas. A variety of racial, linguistic and 
religious influences create a complex region 
far from its depiction in the media. 
October events are listed; details will 
follow at a later date. 
October 4 
"U.S. Policies and Latin America," by 
Washington Office on Latin America Deputy 
Director Kimberly Stanton; 204 Kirkhof 
Center, 4-5:30 p.m. 
October 4 
Music and Songs of Latin America: Special 
Tribute to Pablo Neruda; Cook DeWitt 
Auditorium, 7 p.m. 
October 11 
Rethinking Columbus Day; 204 Kirkhof 
Center, 6 p.m. 
October 12 and October 19 
The Magic of the Milagros Workshop: Two-
part series, both begin at 6 p.m.; 161 
Kirkhof Center 
October 13 
"Lagrimas de Cocodrilo/Crocodile Tears," 
Presentation by Ingrid Rivera; 204 Kirkhof 
Center, 7 p.m. 
October 14 
Franklin Chang-Diaz, NASA astronaut, first 
Hispanic American in Space; 250 Kirkhof 
Center, 6-7 p.m. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 24 
8 a.m.- 6 p.m.: Latin American Studies presents 
Festival of contemporary Latin-American Art 
Exhibit. 215-H EC. 
Mon., Sept. 13 
7 p.m.: Writer Series presents Charles Baxter. 
Loosemore Auditorium , DEV. Call x13411 
for more information. 
Tues., Sept. 14 
4-5:30 p.m.: Eating Disorders Support Group . 
123 CDC. Call xl 3266 for more information . 
8:30-10:30 a.m.: Human Resources workshop. 
"Paddling in the Same Directions: Coaching 
Meaningful Journeys." 215-A EC. 1-4 p.m. 
215/216 KC. Call x12215 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Showcase-Fall Arts 
Celebration. The Perugino String Quartet 
with Aviram Reichert, the Faculty Jazz Trio 
and Avatar Brass . LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information . 
Wed., Sept 15 
12-5 :45 p.m.: Blood Drive . Pere Marquette , KC . 
Call xl2360 for more information . 
Thurs., Sept. 16 
7:30 a.m.: Seidman School of Business 
Breakfast. Patton Boggs will discuss doing 
business with the federal government. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7100 
for more information. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: Women 's Commission, other 
groups sponsor Women 's Welcome 
Reception. Pere Marquette, KC. To RSVP 
call xl2748. 
1-3 p.m.: Women's Center hosts "Call for Art 
Reception ." 161 KC . Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
5-7 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs spon-
sors Multicultural Student Reception. Grand 
River Room, KC. Call xl21 77 for more 
information. 
7-10 p.m.: Women's Center hosts Rape 
Aggression Defense Training. Registration 
necessary. B-30 FH. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
Fri., Sept. 17 
7:30 a.m .-1:30 p.m.: Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy seminar. "Governing Nonprofits 
for Success , The Nonprofit board of the 21st 
VENTS 
century." Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
xl6582 for more information. 
Sat., Sept 18 
5-6:45 p.m.: University Club hosts tailgater. 
Irwin Fund Parking Lot. Call x 13590 for 
more information . 
Mon., Sept 20 
7-10 p.m.: Women's Center hosts Rape 
Aggression Defense Training. Registration 
necessary. B-30 FH . 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 616-331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Wed. Sept. 15 
4 p.m.: Women 's Soccer hosts University of 
Indianapolis. 
Fri., Sept. 17 
7 p.m .: Volleyball hosts Ashland University. 
Sat., Sept. 18 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts University of Findlay. 
7 p.m .: Football hosts Ashland. 
···-----------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Paul Cornish, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 
17 for a story on the Michigan Appeals Court's 
decision to allow a ballot initiative banning 
same-sex marriages. 
Roger Moiles , instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM, WOOD-TV 
Channel 8 and WGVU Radio about the 
Republican National Convention. 
Phyllis Gendler , dean of the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press about nursing faculty and retirement. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed 
by the National Journal on the history of the 
elephant as a GOP symbol. 
Sketches 
College of Education faculty members Sherie 
Williams and Doug Busman gave a presenta-
tion, titled "Where Have All the Administrators 
Gone? What it Takes to Prepare Future 
Administrators ," at the annual summer confer-
ence of the Association of Teacher Educators in 
Boston. 
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, presented a 
lecture , titled "Wyoming, Michigan: From Forest 
to Suburbs ," at the annual Celebrate Wyoming 
ladies meeting. 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, wrote an article , titled "Drug Testing of 
College Athletes: The Issues," published in the 
journal Sports Medicine and re-published as a 
chapter in an edited book of collected works , 
Ethics in Sport. 
Kathleen Blumreich , professor of English , pre-
sented a paper, titled "Walking Toward 
Redemption: The Journey Motif in Medieval 
Religious Texts," at the 39th International 
Congress on Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo. 
Linda Rynbrandt , associate professor of sociol-
ogy, presented a paper, titled "Public Places and 
Social Spaces: Tenuous Ties Between Youth and 
Community," at the 99th annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association in San 
Francisco. She also participated in a workshop, 
"The ASA Centennial as a Teaching Resource." 
Rynbrandt was awarded the Harriet Martineau 
Sociological Society Annual Award for signifi-
cant contributions to the study of early women at 
the conference. 
Jim Penn, assistant professor of geography and 
planning, presented a paper, titled "The 
Domestication of Camu Camu (Myrciaria dubia) 
in Peru ," at the World Agroforestry Congress in 
Orlando, Florida. 
Don Uzarski , assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , presented a paper, 
titled "Indices of Biotic Integrity to Assess 
Wetland Health ," before the Great Lakes 
Commission at the State Wide Area of Concern 
meeting in Monroe. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
philosophy, presented a paper, titled "The 
Presence of Jung in the 'Psychoanalysis of Fire' 
and the 'Formation of the Scientific Spirit ,"' at 
the University of Burgundy in Dijon , France . 
• •• 
